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Yes I was thinking based in part on our past discussions that you were probably considering
whether this is an example of the development of attitudes over time that might factor into
anticipations. And I think I agree with that.

I am sure you and I share the same view that freedom is pleasurable and restrictions are
painful, and so we would act from that basis to try to live in a society that honored those same
views. Like you say a mix of private property where we can be "king of our own domain" plus
the ability to easily mix with others (preferably those who are our friends who see things the
much the same as we do).

But what I think Epicurus may also be saying is that not EVERYONE sees things that way, and
some indeed find pleasure in conformity and even restrictions. If such people do exist (and I
think they do - e.g. in Islam?) then what does that mean to us? I think it means as in PD39 that
we have to accept that some people not only aren't going to be compatible with us, but are
actually going to be our enemies, from whom we have to protect ourselves.

So while of course we would prefer if everyone had our same thermometer of pleasure and
pain, I think Epicurus would tell us that various people are "wired" very differently (just like cats
and dogs are wired differently, and various breeds of cats are wired differently from others, just
like breeds of dogs, etc)

And if this line of thinking is correct, this is pretty challenging in a modern world where the
prime directive seems to be that everyone must get along no matter what degree of difference
of opinion they have. Maybe the best example is the hardest: In the end can dedicated Islamists
get along with dedicated secularists or people of other religions? I suspect the answer is no,
and the best option is as in PD39 - "....and where he finds even this impossible, he avoids all
dealings, and, so far as is advantageous, excludes them from his life."
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