
A Full Comparison of Epicurus vs Aristotle
Post by “Kalosyni” of February 17, 2026 at 7:56 AM

I want to set up this thread as a place to do an overall comparison between Epicurus and
Aristotle.

Cassius do we have a table of comparison somewhere already?

Here is an interesting historical snippet from Reddit answering the question "Did Epicurus meet
Aristotle?" (we might need to research references):

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistorian…l%20his%20death.

Quote

It would have been hard for Epicurus to be involved in philosophy and never to have
heard of Aristotle. It would be a bit like being a Roman historian and never having
heard of Mommsen. Or a mathematician never having heard of Russell. Aristotle was
the founder of the Peripatetic school centered at Athens but influential throughout the
entire Greek world, and the effects of Aristotle's teaching would have been felt by any
educated Greek-speaker. Moreover, Epicurus was twenty years old when Aristotle died.
He returned to Athens (the place of his father's citizenship) in 324/3 to do two years of
mandatory military service and moved to Colophon around 322. He therefore would
have been in Athens right around the time of Aristotle's flight to Euboea following
Alexander's death. There is no evidence from the ancient biographers or the
philosophical tradition that Epicurus ever actually met Aristotle, but he certainly was
aware of his teachings and lived in Athens where the Academy and Peripatetics were
based from 307 until his death. Diogenes Laertius claims that Aristotle was teaching in
Calchis already by the time Epicurus came to Athens, but he also says that Epicurus
was taught by the Academic Xenocrates. This should not be surprising--Athenian
philosophy at this period was dominated by Plato's Academics and Aristotle's
Peripatetics, and in the course of Epicurus' philosophical education he would have been
closely exposed to both.
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I am going to update the master comparison table (which at present is oriented toward
comparing with Stoicism and repost it shortly. I will add Aristotle and also the Socratics.

Edit: This is the current status of the result:

Image not found or type unknown
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Post by “Don” of February 22, 2026 at 6:14 AM

fwiw, here's where I started my dive into Nichomachean Ethics:

Epicurean Sage - An Epicurean Study of Aristotle's Nichomachean Ethics
This is an exploration of Nicomachean Ethics by Aristotle through an Epicurean lens. The
Aristotle translations used are by Martin Ostwald (1962, Liberal Arts…
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sites.google.com

I'll admit I abandoned it after awhile due to lack of time (and interest). Maybe I'll go back in at
some point and hit specific passages, especially the ones on pleasure.
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