Setting Lucretius to Music - An Example from
Catullus

Post by “Cassius” of August 3, 2018 at 9:20 AM

Some years ago | came across on Youtube this Latin poem "A Thousand Kisses" by Catullus
sung in a catchy updated style. It has stuck with me ever since. Too bad, isn't it, that we don't
have someone qualified to set some Lucretius to music like this? <

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yzs2FqllCZU
[As Martin pointed out, not exactly "punk rock" as referenced on the youtube page, is it?]

Probably of all Lucretius this passage below would be one of the most useful ones to set to
music, or even just to have someone read the Latin in an engaging modern way:

. Hmawa aws ocnlss firdd o vita jaceret
T rerris gppecfla gravé fub Religione,
s caput 3 culi reginwibur afendcbar, [13
"".Mn.m‘&iﬁ',ﬁgw aiprdy martaliba; infane
Primas Gualvs oo martalvir tllers oot
ER aoales anfhs, primfae shifore camirs ;
Bweee xiy foma Dediw, wos fuliwize, wee minibans]
Miwrwure conpegls Celum, fid i wagisacrem 70
Firtatcn isritit axivi, canfrimpere atarila
Noture primur porosewe (loglra coperel,
Erpevivids vir sxvm? pervicil, £F axira
FPrecifis loape fammantia mawia Mivedi ;
diqur o s ied peragravit meare aiwogue :
Liude rifery pabia vidler quad gt arved, 7
Horid meyweat  fiwita pavafas devigar quaiges
Dawam i ravians, o fpaE e fermicad bereny,
Ryary Rellipis pedibaes fuifea vicifm

Cliveritar, wes xaguar wiferks e, o

For those who prefer their "s" and "f" in a modern font, also with slight changes in the text.
(note for example in the last line obteritur vs opteritur). This is Munro:
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