Epicurean Mockery of Opposing Philosophers and
Schools

Post by “Bryan” of July 4, 2025 at 3:01 PM
ADMIN EDIT BY CASSIUS 04-23-26: Due to the importance of this material and the need for easy

cutting and pasting | am adapting Bryan's work (which will remain the gold standard for
accuracy into a reformatted table https://epicurustoday.com/02-key-sources/mockery/

| wanted to share this incomplete rough draft of the mocking epithets applied to other schools.
I'm looking for any critiques, large and small. Most of the pairings of epithet to the particular
philosopher are clear, but not all, given the higgledy-piggledy presentation given in Plutarch,
Non Posse, 1086 D.
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the Clatterers
Pythagoras

(c. 530 BcE onward)

A lekythos is a clay oil flask — an empty one makes a hollow, clattering noise.

Pythagorean teachings were steeped in secret symbols

and the esoteric jargon of mystical numerology.

The adherents of Pythagoras spoke with words empty of meaning:

both the flask and the students make noise but have no actual content.
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MAdtwv
the Golden Plato

(fl. 387 sce)

Calling Plato "the golden one” was likely a sarcastic jab at his flashy writing and aristocratic status.

Plato is fundamentally skeptical, leaving truth "to the gods"
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, slaying
Heracleides

of Aenus

A pupil of Plato, Heracleides took part in the assassination

of the King Cotys | of Thrace around 360 BCE

ol mepi
the Dionysus- Mdtwva | ol Atovuoo
Dionyso es
RENEER followers of Dionysus

Plato

A reference to King Dionysius, the tyrant of Syracuse.
Epicurus is ridiculing the Academy's sycophantic pursuit of political influence:
especially Plato’s own ill-fated attempt to tutor King Dionysius Il —

who ultimately detained Plato against his will.
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Eudoxus of Cnidos (Kvibog), the mathematical

astronomer and associate of Plato. Eudoxus taught at
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Avtidwpoc
the Wood-Giver Antidorus idoros

(fl.c 330 8¢E)

We know that Epicurus wrote a two book series on Antidorus.

(Possibly Antidorus of Cyme the grammarian)
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followers of

Hipparchia

of Maroneia at NOELS

the Courtesanry gseis process of being
(fl.c. 325 sce)

Hipparchia of Maroneia was the wife of Crates of Thebes and a student of Diogenes of Sinope.
Calling the students of Diogenes "altar-beggars"” was likely literally true,
and calling his female adherents "the courtesanry” was humorou

&+

because it ironically elevated their status.
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Post by “Don” of July 4, 2025 at 6:43 PM
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| did something similar to the m Epicurus' nicknames for others in Diogenes Laertius a couple
years ago:

Post
RE: Epicurus' Favorite Insults

Okay, done! That was fun! | didn't do Plato since @Joshua did a good job above.

Enjoy!

Nausiphanes:

‘The mollusk,” mAebpovd (pleumona "lung-fish, jellyfish"> related etymologically to English
"pleurisy")

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?do...ry%3Dpleu%2Fmwn

Hicks note: Cf. Sext. Emp. Adv. math. i. 3 v0v mAeOuov o KaA®Y TOV Navowp dvnv wg avaicd
ntov; Plato, Phil. 21 c Tfjv 6& o0k &vBpwto v Blov AAAA TWOG...

Don
May 28, 2022 at 7:55 AM

Post by “Eikadistes” of July 6, 2025 at 11:18 AM

| really enjoyed chewing on these ancient slurs.

-

| appreciate that there seems to be a universal preconception for "Hater" or "Haters". =

In particular, | like thinking that Plato is not just "golden", but "gilded", as in, "cheap" and "
superficial", like modern currency, or that his dialogues are just gold leaf painted over bad
philosophy.

Good find on Sannidoros! | missed that etymology completely.

Post by “Bryan” of July 6, 2025 at 9:47 PM
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Quote from Eikadistes

Sannidoros!

| still think your translation of "Phallodorus" captures the whole spirit better.

Quote from Eikadistes

"gilded"

Yes, Joshua pointed this out as well and | agree that it is the correct direction. I'll update.

Thank you for your comments!

Post by “Cassius” of April 22, 2026 at 9:49 PM

I am bumping this old thread because in tonight's Zoom meeting we started going through this
list as part of reviewing Bryan's Usener material. | personally had not focused on the fact that
there is a list in both Diogenes Laertius and in Plutarch, and that to get full picture there are
several sources that have to be brought together. Bryan's work here is valuable because
beyond the colorful nature of the descriptions we get insight into the particular aspects of other
philosophies that he found to be worth criticizing.

Post by “Cassius” of April 23, 2026 at 4:39 AM

Due to the importance of this material | am adapting Bryan's work (which will remain the gold
standard for accuracy into a reformatted table here:

Epicurean Mockery of Opposing Philosophers And Schools
Epicurean Mockery Of Opposing Schools.
epicurustoday.com

Post by “Matteng” of April 24, 2026 at 9:34 AM
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| also think Plato was the , Golden” because he values people in categories of gold, silver and

bronze/iron

Gold: Elites, King/ Philosopher
Silver: Warriors

Bronze/lron: Worker, farmers

And oh, of course Plato was in the golden category [T]

| think ,the Golden* is a play on this arrogant and inhumane assessment / valuation of people
which is done in every totalitarian state. Popper saw Platos Politeia as core of every totalitarian

state.
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