VS13 - Source of VS13 (PD27) in Vat.gr.1950
manuscript

Post by “Don” of July 7, 2023 at 10:33 PM

Okay, so it looks like VS13 does NOT have a red capital letter starting it and comes right after
VS12 in the manuscript. In fact the 2nd half of VS13 DOES have a red capital starting it!

VS13 = PD27 and PD27 typically runs:

Wv R cogla mopackevaletal €i¢ TAV Tod BAov Blov HaKAPLOTNTA TMOAD PEYLOTOV €0TWLV A TAC
eWag KTRAoLC.

VS13 in the Vatican manuscript reads:
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which means it breaks the sense of the saying as:
Of all the things that wisdom provides for the complete happiness of one's entire life

By far the greatest is the possession of ??7?7... It looks like co@wo (or some version of
oopLa???7?).
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Are we to see these as two different sayings?? Something like:
Of all things, wisdom (sophia) provides for the complete happiness of one's entire life.
By far the greatest (thing) is the possession of wisdom.

This is curious and deserves some digging into.

And THIS is why I'm doing these one by one

Post by “Cassius” of July 8, 2023 at 6:22 AM

So do you have any theory at all as to the use of the red?

Post by “Don” of July 8, 2023 at 6:41 AM

Quote from Cassius

So do you have any theory at all as to the use of the red?

Typically, it's simply the first word of each "saying," marking the beginning of each quote.

However, as I've noted on several just so far, sometimes the beginning of what we would see as
a beginning does not have a red letter, and a couple so far have a red letter in the "middle" of a
saying. | initially just took the "Oh, they mark the start of each saying" route. Now, I'm not sure
whether we should invest them with any additional significance or not. This has become an eye
opening exercise!

This exercise also brings to light a problem with just accepting "Oh, Vatican Saying X is just
identical to Principal Doctrine Y. Nothing to see here." Yes, they may be *almost* identical, but
if they're not entirely, how does that affect our reading of each? Vat.gr.1950 is dated to 1300-
1350 CE, so not as early as some of the earliest manuscripts for Diogenes Laertius which go
back to the 12th ¢, | believe. How do the VS/PD correlations look in reference to the earliest
Laertius manuscripts? Vat.gr.1950 is getting its versions from somewhere! This is where the fun

begins! &
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Post by “Cassius” of July 8, 2023 at 7:07 AM

Any possibility they trying to save space on the paper as much as possible so writing in
continuous lines, but somehow marking where lines started on the manuscript from which they
were copying?

Post by “Don” of July 8, 2023 at 7:13 AM

Quote from Cassius

Any possibility they trying to save space on the paper as much as possible so writing in
continuous lines, but somehow marking where lines started on the manuscript from
which they were copying?

(I also added a postscript to that last post of | was editing while you were replying.)

The scribe here in Vat.gr.1950 doesn't seem as concerned with maximizing his writing surface.
Back in the day, Philodemus's texts would run everything all together. This 14th ¢ manuscript
with the Sayings actually has word breaks and will start a new line when the previous saying is
done. One component is definitely the start of a new quote, but not consistently... At least from
our perspective on what we would expect to be a new quote.

Post by “Joshua” of July 8, 2023 at 4:17 PM

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubricati...script%20making.

Red lettering in manuscripts is called Rubrication, more at Wikipedia.

Post by “Onenski” of July 12, 2023 at 1:45 AM

Quote from Don
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This exercise also brings to light a problem with just accepting "Oh, Vatican Saying X is
just identical to Principal Doctrine Y. Nothing to see here." Yes, they may be *almost*
identical, but if they're not entirely, how does that affect our reading of each?
Vat.gr.1950 is dated to 1300-1350 CE, so not as early as some of the earliest
manuscripts for Diogenes Laertius which go back to the 12th c, | believe. How do the
VS/PD correlations look in reference to the earliest Laertius manuscripts? Vat.gr.1950 is
getting its versions from somewhere!

From Enrique Alvarez' dissertation | found this comment:

"VS13 presents cogiac in the Codex Vaticanus version, probably due, as Bollack (1974: 430)
conjectures, to a confusion with cogla that the copyist had just written in the previous line; the
substitution by ¢tAlag, following the text of Diogenes Laertius (Dorandi 2013: 820), has been
unanimously accepted. This modification having been made, the sentence agrees with PD27."
Hope this helps!
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