Goethe and Epicurus / Lucretius

Post by “Cassius” of September 4, 2021 at 8:23 PM

| was recently pestering Martin and Don about how | was aware that Goethe was esteemed as

5 INTRODUCTION
athe further in my

above, he nobly maintains the reputation claimed for his countrymen in
that style of writing. The sixth book is unequal like the fifth: the
beginning as far as 95 is very unsatisfactory and confused, as has been
pointed out in the notes. Then follow some hundred verses in which
the nature and working of thunder and lightning, the formation of
clouds rain and the like are described. This portion is most carefully
elaborated. There is not much room for the highest virtues of poetry ;
but still great qualities are here hrought into play, quickness of observa-
tion and power of deseribing what is observed, vivacity of narrative, fine
pereeption of analogy and much ingenuity of speculation : the language
is simple, terse, direct and telling.  Most of these merits are displayed
in greater or less measure even in the flattest and most prosaic portions
of the poem ; but the verses here spoken of are not of this number.
Quite recently I was glad to find the opinion I had long entertained of
this section of the poem confirined by the greatest of German eritics in

tiemer’s Mittheilungen ueber Goethe 11 p. 645 ; and this is not the only
place in which Goethe expreszses the most unbounded admration for our
poet.  What follows is not so satistactory : Lucretius has to wclude &
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Maybe at some point we'll have a chance to track down more of Goethe's commentary on
Lucretius and/or Epicurus.
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