"Each creature knows its own kind, no less than
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Each Creature Knows Its Own Kind, No Less
TihanMen, And'So Unite Together

Besides, considerwell mankind, the scaly fry of silent fish that swim
the flood, the verdant trees, wild beasts, the various kinds of birds,
suchas flock about the banks of pleasant streams, the fountains
and the lakes and those who frequent the thick covers of the woods;
consider.all these in their several kinds, and you will find them all
consist of forms different among themselves. ‘Tis by nothing else
the tenderyoung knows its own Dam, and thus the Dam
distinguishes heryoung; thus we see each creature knows its own
kind no less than men, and so unite together. Foroften before the
gilded temples of the gods a young heifer falls a slain victim beside
the alter flaming with incense, and breathes from her heart a reeking
streamof blood. The Dam, robbed of her young, beats over the
fields and leaves the marks of her divided hoofs upon the pressed
grass, and searches every place with careful eyes to find her the
young she lost; then stops and fills the branched woods with her
complaints, and often returns back to her stall, distracted with the
love of her dear young - no more the tender willows, or the herbs
freshened with dew, nor can the running streams within the full
hanks divert her mind, or turn away her care, nor can a thousand
other heifers, as they play wantonly over the grass, take off her eye,
or ease the pain she feels - so plain it is that she searches for her
own, for what she knows full well. And thus the tender kids find by
their bleat their horned Dams, and so the sporting lambs know their
own flocks, and, as by Nature taught, each hastest to the full dug of
its own Dam.

- Lucretius Book 2, line 342, Daniel Brown ed. 11
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