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In regard to the planets / stars actually being gods, somewhere along the lines I got the
impression from a commentator somewhere that this probably factored in to Epicurus' position
on the size of the sun - that he was likely reluctant to embrace the idea (without further proof)
that the sun was immense in size because of a concern that that would play into those who
suggested the sun was a god. That's likely to be just more speculation, but I do think that
arguing against the stars/planets as gods was probably a theme of the texts, and that's
probably also something that factored into his commentary on life on other worlds, etc, as that
also de-mystifies the nature of the stars/planets and would help people realize that they are
actually something graspable as potentially familiar, like the moon.
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