Scientism, Atheism, And The Admissibility Of
Spiritual Experience

Post by “Godfrey” of November 2, 2020 at 11:19 PM

Quote

Moreover, when it comes to meteorological phenomena, one must believe that
movements, turnings, eclipses, risings, settings, and related phenomena occur without
any [god] helping out and ordaining or being about to ordain [things] and at the same
time having complete blessedness and indestructibility; 77. for troubles and concerns
and anger and gratitude are not consistent with blessedness, but these things involve
weakness and fear and dependence on one’s neighbours. Nor again can they be in
possession of blessedness if they [the heavenly bodies] are at the same time balls of
fire and adopt these movements by deliberate choice; rather, we must preserve the
complete solemnity implied in all the terms applied to such conceptions, so that we do
not generate from these terms opinions inconsistent with their solemnity; otherwise,
the inconsistency itself will produce the greatest disturbance in our souls. Hence, one
must hold the opinion that it is owing to the original inclusion of these compounds in
the generation of the cosmos that this regularly recurring cycle too is produced.

Here's the complete paragraph as translated by Inwood and Gerson.
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