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Quote from JJElbert

The argument is fairly straightforward—if there's only one prime 'reality', and, further, if
we assume that it's possible to simulate other pseudo-realities an infinite number of
times within that reality, then the probability is that we live in one of the infinite
simulations rather than the one non-simulation.

Probably if there were an Epicurean school somewhere, high on the curriculum would be a
course on "spotting logical fallacies" so that when we get confronted with a series of "Ifs" like
this we have plenty of practice in spotting exactly where the reasonable possibilities stop and
the unreasonable possibilities begin.

In fact even in writing that sentence I suspect that it is phrased wrong -- the issue is probably
not well expressed as "reasonable" vs "unreasonable" because today there is no necessary
implication that "reasonable" has anything to do with reality.

Probably unpacking these problems has something to do with stressing and making clear to
everyone that "reason alone" in the sense of syllogistic logic is a dramatically wrong place to
start in analyzing these issues. It is possible to postulate all sorts of things that do not exist in
reality, and then build tremendously detailed systems on these postulates, all of which have
absolutely nothing to do with reality and no command for our respect whatsoever.

Finding ways to dramatize that observation, and then drilling that into people, would probably
be first-grade material for the opening day of Epicurean Class at Epicurus College!
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