
What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?
Post by “Cassius” of October 5, 2020 at 4:07 PM

I doubt it is wise or helpful to go too far into discussion of Frances Wright's political opinions,
but I do want to save people some time so they don't have to read the full books without some
guidance or markers ahead of time. I will LIST a few choice excerpts to show her views, which
seem to have been intended to promote a very radical and very sweeping overthrow of almost
every aspect of existing society:

(1) Starting around page 166, in the chapter "Existing Evils." Not just universal public schools as
we might think of them today, but very strongly regimented public schools for children in which
parents are allowed minimal interference, and apparently minimal contact with their children:
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(2) The following is not a political opinion, but it is so pointed an indictment of speculation
about the nature and origin of the universe that I have to include it as significant to her
perspective:

(3) And she carries that forward to advocate a kind of tolerance, that it does not matter if we
disagree so long as we keep our opinions about speculations to ourselves (?)
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OK at this point I have finished reading the first book of lectures. There is some in it about
slavery, but not really a lot, as I would have expected based on reputation. It is really a much
deeper blueprint for full societal revolution based on overthrowing the church and existing
systems of culture and business, with emphasis on her theory that it is knowledge/observation
that much be expanded, while speculation on religious and other matters that cannot be
answered should be minimized. I see no discussion whatsoever of the issue of life after death.

Now on to the second book of lectures.

This is just SO fascinating. Wright's target is indeed going to be slavery, but she is not content
just to oppose slavery - she sees the source of the movement towrard war -- on both sides -- as
caused by financial interests / financial speculators / banks which she identifies as a movement
of the "chartered monopolies" promoting their own interests:

And it appears that she singled out as her opposition not mobs of pro-slavery agitators, but
"Federal Bank mobs":

Here she denies that she was an abolitionist as that term was generally understood:
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Here are her views on what would happen after emancipation, and her views on racial
developments later:
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