
What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?
Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2020 at 6:15 AM

I won't have time and it would take too much space to paste too many of these clips, but some
are so blindingly obviously derived from Epicurus that I'd like to save people some time and
post a few more:

Judgment based on analogy against past observations:

This is aimed at the church, but does it not remind you of Torquatus criticizing Plato in "On
Ends"?
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Compare that to "You are pleased to think him uneducated. The reason is that he refused to
consider any education worth the name that did not help to school us in happiness. Was he to
spend his time, as you encourage Triarius and me to do, in perusing poets, who give us nothing
solid and useful, but merely childish amusement? Was he to occupy himself like Plato with
music and geometry, arithmetic and astronomy, which starting from false premises cannot be
true, and which moreover if they were true would contribute nothing to make our lives
pleasanter and therefore better? Was he, I say, to study arts like these, and neglect the master
art, so difficult and correspondingly so fruitful, the art of living?"

This is SO good:

Longer version of excerpt already cited:
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