
What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?
Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 9:57 AM

Just to seed this subforum with an opening post, I wanted to pose the question in the title. I
have always found it disconcerting that other than "A Few Days In Athens" itself, there seems
to be no - close to zero, and possibly zero - other writings by Frances Wright indicating that she
was a devoted Epicurean, a self-proclaimed Epicurean, or even interested in Epicurus. I have
not by any means made a complete survey of her other work, so I hope to be corrected on this,
and that is the purpose of this thread. Given what I consider to be the incredible depth of
insight of "A Few Days in Athens, combined with her young age at publication, and her known
family associations with distinguished philosophers, I wonder if in addition to the fiction of it
being a "found manuscript" from the ancient world, it might also be material that was produced
in part or even in whole collaboratively with others. I have probably said this before here on the
forum, but I find it highly strange that someone who had come to understand Epicurus so well
would be able or willing to resist devoting a large part of her subsequent writing to the same
subject. Certainly most of us here when we discover what Epicurus was really about have a
long-term motivation to "spread the word" after that point.

I haven't had time to pursue this and doubt I will spend much time pursuing the question,
because the book stands on its own and is a monumental addition to Epicurean literature no
matter who wrote it or under what conditions. But if we were to identify others with whom
Frances Wright corresponded who shared these views, then that might lead us to other material
which would be worthwhile additions to our library -- again regardless of who wrote them.
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