
Request For Suggestions For Entries in This
"Epicurean Figures of the Past" Forum
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I would like to gradually expand this forum to include more people, especially - and with
emphasis on - those in the ancient world who we can with greater confidence label to be
Epicureans.

The Caesar article by Frank Bourne contains some good names of Roman Epicureans, and I will
go through and add as many from there as I can. Others of you (joshua) have suggested Plotina
and possibly Hadrian and/or Trajan themselves. I haven't yet added the emperors as separate
subforums because I am not sure the evidence is as strong for them as it is with Plotina.

I want to pay special attention to separate subforums for the ancients because back then they
had the texts and true Epicureans available to them. Therefore if an ancient acted as, or
claimed to be, an Epicurean, it seems to me that we have a greater degree of confidence that
they knew what they were talking about. There are many, such as known leaders of the school
in Athens, or Catius and Amifinus (sp?) who were Epicurean "missionaries" in Italy who
definitely need their own section.

After the rise of Christianity, through the middle ages, and all the way through today, we have
people who talked about Epicurus or were alleged to be Epicureans who may have held a
couple of beliefs here and there that seem Epicurean, but in total they might have been very
far from embracing the full system. Just because someone asserts that "happiness" is the goal
of life, or rejects life after death, or rejects Christianity or religion does not in and of itself mean
that they studied and specifically embraced Epicurus. People like that are good subjects of
threads in this "general" forum, but probably not people we want to encourage too much
discussion about lest we get too far from the purpose of the forum.

Thanks for your help in organizing and building out this section of the forum. Please post your
suggestions in this subforum and then as we identify specific people who merit their own
subforum we'll create a separate entry for each name.
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