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Absolutely no doubt that some of us -- maybe a lot of us - need to "reduce" certain desires that
bring us pain. On the other hand many of us - lots of us - need to ratchet up our desires in those
areas that would really bring us pleasure before we face the eternity of death. It's all in the
circumstances, but darn it, just like some people want tot dwell on "painlessness" because they
are hurting so badly, similarly some want to dwell on "reduction" because they have foolishly
targeted their time. In both cases they project their problems on everyone and then proclaim
that "everyone" should reduce their desires / pleasures. I think we can intelligently deal with
this without making a rhetorical mistake on either side, but I know -- or at least I sense -- which
side the danger is on in the field of Epicurean "evangelism." 
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