On "Desires" And Their Relationship To Pleasure

Post by “Don” of September 10, 2020 at 7:09 PM

Quote

| guess you could call that a pleasure of anticipation but | would just call it a desire to
remove pain: an avoidance of pain.

Ah! But isn't the "desire to remove pain" a pleasure? You are in pain and have a pleasant desire
to alleviate that pain. The desire and anticipation of relief is pleasurable. | know that's not the
usual way to think about it! But I'm wondering - viewing it through an Epicurean lens - if that
desire can't be considered a pleasure since Epicurus says "You have to tell me if your reaction
to that desire itself is pleasure or pain. Why are you pursuing it? Because the consequence of
that desire leads to more pleasure than pain."
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