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Post by “Godfrey” of September 10, 2020 at 6:43 PM

I didn't state that very well: I'm agreeing that there's no neutral state.

Quote

1) An act (or state) is never neutral, but our lack of attention to the act may make it
appear neutral.

This was intended as a rebuttal to someone who might think something is a neutral state.

As for the desire to remove the headache pain in your walk-through, I guess you could call that
a pleasure of anticipation but I would just call it a desire to remove pain: an avoidance of pain.
Same with the desire to locate and take medicine. But these are subjective: your experience
might be the anticipation of the pleasure of relief, but I'm imagining being in the throes of the
headache and just wanting to get rid of it. We both experience pleasure as it begins to
dissipate. Further, although eating is generally a pleasurable experience, not so with taking a
pill. Again, that's subjective but the relief of hunger or of the headache are both pleasures. My
point is that daily experience is a constant interplay between pleasure and pain, our reactions
to them and our choices and avoidances regarding them. This is biology, whether our goal is
pleasure or the absence of pain. However our higher level choice of a goal affects how we
approach everything and, at least to me, this is the key difference between our approach and
Jordan's.

I brought up the neutral act/state because I think that that is a place where someone pursuing
"absence of pain" would be likely to go astray, thinking that they're experiencing a "fancy
pleasure" when they've really just dulled their feelings.
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