On "Desires" And Their Relationship To Pleasure

Post by “Don” of September 10, 2020 at 3:13 PM

| don't think | agree with that, but let me talk this out.
Quote

Say | have a headache. An aspirin might remove the pain, in which case you could say
that the resulting pleasure is a byproduct. Or a pleasant nap in the shade might
remove the pain, where you could consider pleasure to be the active principle.

Is the decision to take the aspirin pleasurable? Does pleasure precede the removal of the pain
in this way? Then when the headache is gone, is that a stable pleasure?

Yes, the nap is a pleasurable activity. Does that fall then into the kinetic pleasures.

Epicurus did seem to differentiate among kinds of pleasures: joy, merriment, ataraxia, aponia,
the pleasures from eating bread and water if you're hungry, etc. BUT they are all pleasure,
none better than others. And we decide on pleasures to pursue by their consequences.

Quote

Or say I'm depressed. | could take a pill, which might remove the pain, with pleasure as
a byproduct. Or | could actively pursue activities meaningful to me, pleasure being the
active principle.

Same here. Is the decision to take the pill pleasurable? According to Epicurus, it has to be
pleasure or pain. Every action has to elicit a reaction either painful or pleasurable. He didn't
leave any middle ground.

Thoughts?
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