Retirement (Financial Independence, Early
Retirement, etc.)

Post by “Cassius” of September 6, 2020 at 3:58 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Going back to the expensive car example: you may desire an expensive car because all
your friends have one, or because James Bond has one, or because you think your
clients expect you to drive one, or any number of other reasons. The resulting desire is,
to me, much different from a pleasure/pain.

And the specifics of your example play right into Don's point about natural and necessary
desires not being "intrinsic." The things that we decide on as some urgent discretionary need
are totally contextual, and because they are totally contextual, we can deduce that there is
nothing in their nature that makes them the way they are.

| say that because when | finish posting the recording of today's episode | think that's one of
the points being made. One of the arguments that atoms do not have sense of their own is that
some people are wise and others are foolish, and maybe the same person is both wise and
foolish at different times. That makes it pretty darn hard to believe that people are made of
wise or foolish atoms. All of the discussion of color and other qualities that change with context
are relevant or at least analogous to this discussion. Whether an expensive car is a luxury or a
necessary is totally dependent on the totality of the surrounding context, not a function of
some "essence" within the atoms that make up the automobile.
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