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Quote

I am thinking that a "desire" is something closer to a "concept" in being the result of a
conscious thought process where someone is picking among alternative courses of
action as the one to pursue. Clearly that's a different issue than "feeling" which is as
you said above more of a "reaction."

Yes that's exactly the point I was trying to make. I think it's a helpful distinction in order to
understand and follow the ethics.

Going back to the expensive car example: you may desire an expensive car because all your
friends have one, or because James Bond has one, or because you think your clients expect you
to drive one, or any number of other reasons. The resulting desire is, to me, much different
from a pleasure/pain. "Concept" is a good word for it; I also like "impulse." The thought of
driving the car may bring pleasure, but to me that is a reaction to a mental impression where
the desire for the car could be thought of as a compulsion.
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