Dialogue on Katastematic Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of February 20, 2018 at 6:47 AM

Quote from Maciegj

"Thus we need pleasure only when we are in pain caused by its absence; but when we
are not in pain then we have no need of pleasure." Epicurus

And given tremendous evidence from the rest of the texts that passage clearly means one
thing: We have no need of MORE pleasure when we are not in pain, because when we are not
in pain our experience is full of the pleasures that have accumulated while we were in the

process of eliminating pain. There is absolutely no inconsistency whatsoever between that
passage and the many passages stating clearly that PLEASURE is the alpha and omega and the
spring for all our actions. Every one of these passages that appear to cause a problem with the
standard pleasure model are just truisms based on the quantity of one being the measure of
the quantity of the other, since (1) pleasure and pain are the only two feelings that exist, and
(2) there is a limit to what we are able to experience.
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