Oval Graphic With Four Key Statements ("All Good
And Evil Consists In Sensation")

Post by “Cassius” of July 20, 2020 at 2:01 PM

Put this together this afternoon to practice with the two new line drawings of Epicurus. As
always, comments welcome. My graphical abilities are abysmal but I'm constantly thinking of
better ways to present the key elements in as few words as possible. The "innovation" of this
one is "all good and evil consists in sensation" which is a quote from the Bailey version of the
letter to Menoeceus. I'm toying with the idea that it hits one of Epicurus' key points (role of
sensation) at the same time that it hits virtue and potentially even the "dialectical logic" issue.
It's harder to come up with a direct quote that is very short and very pithy that deals with the
"logic" issue.

| like the idea of preparing variations of these (preferably by someone with a lot better art
talent than me (that can be used on Twitter and FB and other places to circulate along with the
URL of the forum to communicate the message of something like "if you think this way come
join us at epicureanfriends.com

‘All good and
evil consists in
sensation.

‘Pleasure is the

beginning and
\ end of the
"“blessed life.
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Bailey version:

Beeome accustomed to the belief that death is nothing
tous. Forall good and evil consists in sensation, but death
is deprivation of sensation. And therefore a right under-
standing that death i3 nothing to us makes the mortality
of life enjoyable, not because it adds to it an infinite span
of time, but because it takes away the craving for immor-

mg tality. For there is nothing terrible in life for the man
who has truly comprehended that there is nothing terrible
in not living. 5o that the man speaks but 1dly who says
that be fears death not because it will be painful when it
comes, but because it is panful in anbeipation. For that
which gives no trouhle when it comes, 15 but an empty
pain in anticipation. So death, the most terrifying of ills,
is nothing to us, since 5o long as we exist, death is not with
us; but when death comes, then we do not exist. [t
does not then concern either the lnng or the dead,
since for the former it is not, and the latter are no
more.

Yonge version:
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Epicurus Wiki version (probably another overlay "are experienced"):
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L24-T} Acoustiom yoursall to thanking that death is ne concem e us, Al

ad are riarced th h saration, but sensation
cipied 5 death. Sa death is nothing o us, and ba kicw the truth of this
makes 3 mortal lfe happy ~ not by adding infinite time, but by remowing the
dasire for immortality. Thars |s no reason why one whe s comvinced that
ke s nothirsg o fear 3% death should Tear anything about it during Be. Ard
whoever says that he dresds death not becawse #'s painful to experience.
but only becsuse it's painful to contemplate, & foolish. It is pointless to
afonipe gver something thal brings no trouble wien it amives, 50 death, the
maost dreaded of evils. i nothing to ws, because when we exist, death s ot
present, and when death is present, we do not exist. It neither cancerns the
liwing mor the dead, since death does not exist for the ving, and the dead no
longer xist.

Norman DeWitt's version from "St Paul and Epicurus" (he chooses to use "consciousness"):

IDEATH
“Habftuate yoursslf to the beliel that death is nothing o us, becasss

llyuul

in consclsisness and desth i the loss of conscionsness. Hance a

r|5|hiI undnmunar? of 15 Eact that desth 1s o us renders enjoyablo
thee muortaly of life, mot by adding infinite tme but by taking awsy the

wearsing for immortality, foe there & 1 b Foared whils living by the
man who has geminely grasped the idos there is nothing to be feared
when not lving.

S0 the man iz silly who says that he fosrs desth. not because it will pain him
when B comes, bul becsuss 8 paine Bim m prospect; for nolbing thet
ooeaslng no troubds whan presant has any right to pain e s antsclpation.
Therefore death, the most frightening of ovils, is nothing to ws, for the
wxcellent reason that while we live i 1= not bere and when il 5 here we are pot
living. S It ts nothing alther o the Tisg or o the dead, Beciiis |t & of no
concerm to the lving and the desd are no longer.
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