Characteristics of the Wise Man, 1-9 Rough Draft of
Outline

Post by “Cassius” of June 1, 2020 at 8:20 AM

Of course | wake up this morning thinking about this thread and have another comment: | am
very much in the camp that is sort of captured by "you only live once" - but that doesn't really
capture the issue. Given our Epicurean understanding that life is so short in comparison with
the infinity of time when we will not exist, how can we possibly NOT want to use our lives as
productively as possible? Of course the initial question has to be asked as to what "as
productively as possible means" but that is where Epicurus points us to the answer in a way
that virtually no one else does. Do we really want to get to the end of our lives and think that
we spent our brief lives "avoiding pain"? That the best use of our time was to be bunkered
down in our cave, even with a few friends, with bread and water?

| will repeat again there is NO WAY | can imagine Epicurus advocating such a position. That is
pure Stoicism!

Epicurean philosophy is the creed of a fighter, not a coward.

Vatican Saying 47. | have anticipated thee, Fortune, and | have closed off every one of your
devious entrances. And we will not give ourselves up as captives, to thee or to any other
circumstance; but when it is time for us to go, spitting contempt on life and on those who cling
to it maundering, we will leave from life singing aloud a glorious triumph-song on how nicely we
lived.

Note 47. Translation by C.Yapijakis, Epicurean Garden of Athens, Greece .Bailey: “I have
anticipated thee, Fortune, and entrenched myself against all thy secret attacks. And | will not
give myself up as captive to thee or to any other circumstance; but when it is time for me to go,
spitting contempt on life and on those who vainly cling to it, | will leave life crying aloud a
glorious triumph-song that | have lived well.”
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