Managing Expectations In The Study of Epicurus

Post by “Cassius” of May 10, 2020 at 7:42 PM

Yes | agree that that is an issue that should be introduced early and clearly. Of course the issue
really isn't all types of reason but the relative place of dialectical logic, or any form of logical
argument that is not tied tightly to the evidence of the senses, plus probably the main
observation that ultimately reason/logic relies on the senses for its validity. Once explained |
think that last point is relatively easy to understand and accept, and it really helps to get to the
big issue -- which is that these other philosophers are alleging that logic/reason need NOT rest
on evidence confirmable by the senses.

| don't think most people realize the extreme to which "logic" is deified in these other systems,
so i think most people can get comfortable with Epicurus' perspective relatively quickly -- as for
those who can't --- | guess we just have to acknowledge that not everyone is going to be open
to accepting the Epicurean view of the universe. And in truth the majority of people, especially
today with all the religious indoctrination that we have, probably are not good candidates.

One way of getting to that early too is to discuss the issue that mathematical modeling is not
reality, any more than the map, no matter how detailed it is, is the same are the geography
that is being mapped. Explaining this clearly ought to help deal with the common allegations
that Epicurus is anti-science or anti-reason in the first place.

And that's necessary to explain why Epicurus said without contradiction that:

16. In but few things chance hinders a wise man, but the greatest and most important matters,
reason has ordained, and throughout the whole period of life does and will ordain.
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