DeWitt: "It Makes No Difference That Some
Pleasures Are Static And Some Are Kinetic"

Post by “Cassius” of January 31, 2018 at 2:18 PM
Look at fragment 113, also without wider context. Applied literally this one would be a

prescription for living in a cave, and | would consider it significantly contradictory to other
passages if it were not placed in context.

Fr. 113
Nothing is so conductive to contentment as not being occupied with much business, not tackling

distasteful matters, and not being forced at all beyond one’s own capability. For all these things provoke
disturbances in our nature.

For example from Lucretius Book VI (Baliey):

"And so with his discourse of truthful words he purged the heart and set a limit to its desire and
fear, and set forth what is the highest good, towards which we all strive, and pointed out the
path, whereby along a narrow track we may strain on towards it in a straight course; he showed
what there is of ill in the affairs of mortals everywhere, coming to being and flying abroad in
diverse forms, be it by the chance or the force of nature, because nature had so brought it to
pass; he showed from what gates it is meet to sally out against each ill, and he proved that 'tis
in vain for the most part that the race of men set tossing in their hearts the gloomy billows of
care."

Why would we ever strive or strain for anything, why would we ever sally out from any gate to
meet any ill, if we were going to set a rule of never being occupied with much business, never

tackling distasteful matters, or pushing ourselves to expand our capabilities?

So | would say this one requires gentle handling due to the lack of context.
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