What A Mess This K / K Issue Is - Here is Someone
Saying These are "The Most Dominant Terms In
Epicurus' Theory of Pleasures”

Post by “Joshua” of March 16, 2020 at 1:39 PM

Your chart calls to mind a project that I'd like to see done, Eugenios. What | wanted to do was
make a timeline of Epicurean influence similar to this chart from the Marvel Cinematic Universe;

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/3d/5...fe9e0cf4523.jpg

In my vision, the color lines would coordinate to different levels of agreement. There would be a
golden line linking true ‘canon' figures, and other colors radiating off of them to other
prominent figures. We might start with purple, for example, to represent physics; red to
represent the pleasure-principle; green to represent non-theism; black to represent
antagonism; and so on.

So we would start with a circle to the far left with a portrait (where possible) and name of, say,
Democritus. A dotted purple line representing influence but not total agreement would
surround Democritus and Leucippus and lead to Epicurus. Epicurus would be a larger circle with
gold in the first ring and the other colors working toward the outside. This line would then
connect all of the scholarchs; Philodemus; Diogenes of Oenoanda; Lucretius; Francis Wright;
DeWitt.

A separate line might then cut away, say from Lucretius' circle. A purple line running out toward
Gassendi, indicating an agreement with physics. A dotted purple and red line toward
Montaigne, indicating strong influence but not agreement. A purple, red, and green line running
toward La Mettrie, indicating broad agreement to a greater or lesser degree with physics,
pleasure, and non-theism. A line from Francis Wright to Thomas Jefferson indicating an
agreement with physics and pleasure, but a dotted green line indicating his tendency toward
Deism.

And so forth! No doubt problems would emerge as it was drafted, and disagreements would
arise over canon figures. But a chart like this would allow one at a glance to take in the whole
sweep of Epicurean history.

I'm certain I'll never get around to doing it, but if someone more gifted than myself with visual
software had a mind I'd love to see the result!
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