Epicurean Attitudes Toward Emotion

Post by “Don” of March 11, 2020 at 12:08 AM

Quote from elli

Another example is here : «Kevog £ke{vov @uAoodpov Adyoc, O’ o0 undév madoc
avBpwrnov Bepamebetal: Wonep yap latplkAg o0dev épeloc urp TAC voooug TRV
OWHATWY ékBaAAolonc, o0Twe 006€ pLhocopiac, el ur 16 TAC YuxAG EKBAAAEL TEBOC».

"A philosopher's words are empty (or vain) if they do not heal the suffering of
man. For just as medicine is useless if it does not remove sickness from the body, so
philosophy is useless if it does not remove suffering from the soul". (Emphasis added)

I think Elli and Cassius 's points here perfectly illustrate the Epicurean relative perspective.
Something isn't "empty" or "vain" in an absolute sense. There are no Platonic "empty desires"
for example. It is the results of something by which something is judged empty or not:

Which words of the Philosopher are empty?
Those that do not heal the suffering of man.
Thank you, Elli for spelling this out initially above!
Elli , am I correct in understanding that here:

wonep ydp latplkAg o06eV dpeAog A TEC véooug TOWY CWHATWY éKBaAAovong, olTwg oDOE
QLAocopiag, €l uf té thHc YuxAc EKBAAAEL méBoC»

that o06gv means something like "nothing/no/none" so those lines could be translated
something like:

"... For just as medicine means nothing (has no benefit (6¢@&Aog)) if it does not remove
sickness from the body, so philosophy means nothing if it does not remove suffering from the
soul".

I'm asking because the juxtaposition of both empty and nothing/no/none seems possibly
significant to me.
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