Alan Watts

Post by “Cassius” of March 1, 2020 at 5:15 PM

Yes, Eugenios, | see your points. | come at Watts as someone totally unfamiliar with him, and
when | watched the video | definitely saw aspects that | applauded. | made a couple of screen
clips which | don't have access to now which | was going to post in appreciation. No doubt
about it.

But in the end the turns that he made toward deprecation of pleasure, and the other issues you
mention, indicate deeper flaws in his methodology and thinking which are definitely worthy of
discussion in that the reveal problems that "new" people will tend to make and repeat. So it's
worth analysing where he goes wrong and why. By the end of the video | was so turned off that
| definitely would not recommend him or anything he wrote to a person new to Epicurus, but on
the other hand, we who are better read on the issues are in a position to deal with his problems
and produce helpful material that will prevent others from wasting time on his path, before they
themselves are able to understand the reasons why it is false.

| see that as one of the major ways we need to emulate the patterns set by the early
Epicureans. When we come across people and positions like this which are superficially
attractive but ultimately badly damaging, | think it is would only be natural that we
would/should derive great pleasure from producing our own material in response and reply
which will benefit both ourselves and our friends in showing the errors in Watts' approach and
his conclusions.

There are tremendous numbers of people and positions out there in this category, and | think
it's natural and helpful that we devote ourselves to producing the material that's needed in
response to this. Many very good people waste tremendous amounts of time, and thereby as
Lucretius might say deprive us of the benefits of their friendship, that can be avoided if we put
in the work to produce the material that's needed.
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