
Proposition: It is Not Primarily the "Science" of
Epicurus That Should Impress Us, But Rather The
"Perspective" On Science, Or, If You Will, The "Limit"
On Science, That Is His Major Achievement.
Post by “Don” of February 25, 2020 at 11:25 PM

I would agree that it is the Epicurean "perspective" on science that was and continues to be
worthy of respect and appreciation. Epicurus taught that our senses were a fundamental way of
assessing reality. I found myself thinking of this very thing the other day. One major change in
the exploration of reality from ancient Greece to the present has been an ever-widening
expansion of our senses. I have to believe that Epicurus would have welcomed perceptions via
scientific instruments to get at accurate pictures of what is real to combat supernatural
thinking. Knowing that the atoms in our bodies come from the hearts of exploded stars
connects us to the cosmos inextricably. I find this kind of insight in no way conflicts with
Epicureanism.
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