The Neglect of Metrodorus’ Economics

Post by “Hiram” of February 16, 2020 at 12:22 PM

Quote from Cassius

Here is another example: "moderation / mean" is by no means the same as "managing
wealth with anxiety nor fearing its loss! These are the words of a commentator trying to
reach a preferred conclusion, not someone trying to be fair with the text and judge it
from an unbiased eye.

And that's fine, the translator or commentator is probably an academic and not necessarily
Epicurean. If Epicureans write commentaries on this, those commentaries would be Epicurean
commentaries. (I do remember both things being addressed separately, though: Metrodorus
used the doctrine that you find controversial to argue against the Cynics, and we also see a
discussion of anxiety over loss and profit, which presumably is a critique of the extremes of
wealth)

The only favor | ask of you moving forward is never again to accuse me of making up doctrines
or putting words in the mouth of Epicurus or Metrodorus without first consulting the sources in
good faith. That is a huge accusation, and | would never accuse other of that in that manner,
particularly without checking the sources first.
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