The Neglect of Metrodorus’ Economics

Post by “Cassius” of February 16, 2020 at 11:57 AM

LIV and LV are difficult columns:

... so that there is almost no bodily suffering. Even if wealth cures,
it is not permitted to say that it [wealth] is a great thing. Insofar as
it is also easily destroyed and perfectly subject to being taken away,
wealth does not permit . . .” (o8’ 6o0v oLk Eotiv aAmpua xav [Blepanein(i)]
rhovtog, ovk E[EJectiv avt0'’ puéyn Aéyerv: énel xai xaB’ Soov [eb]pBapric
éo| ] xai [ted]éwg edagpaipetog o [rh]oltog ovx [¢]mrpéner . . .; LIV.4-10)

“The fact that the sources of wealth are easily destroyed hinders in
perfect or even worthy pleasure. For it is not possible, in view of such
considerations, to make (pleasure) excessive. Therefore, not great . ..”
(...=mpog O tereiay ndoviv 1§ xal aioroyov éunodiler 1o ta montixe'”
ebeBapra elvar: [o]godpav yip o[b div]atar rapack[evdlev to1]adt’
évvool|pelva: [1)onep obde peydra .. .; LV.4-14).

“But reason in this situation and henceforth brings the same pleasures
from poverty as those from wealth, so that it [poverty] becomes a
matter of indifference ...” ([... 0 pév] Ad]yog xarda] tovto xali] katd 10
Aowmo|v é]x thg meviag tag tofag] ndovag xopileton tag éx thovtou Mot eig

adBopiav xabi(o)racbo . . .; LVI.2-9)

“If we are poor, nor even if we are rich shall we think with pride of
such non-things for this reason, nor shall we betray our souls by desire
for wealth . ..” (éav opev mévnteg, 008’ Gv rAovtdpev LREPPPOVICOUEV
xapwv toutoy [t@]v un to0vtev, 0vd’ éx|d]obnoopeba v yuymv Lro ™
[é]mBupiag the x[plog rAobroy . . .; LVIIL.3-9)

“We shall admire the discoveries of treasures and the arrangements of

livelihoods, but we shall admire the philosophy that prepares for such
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Is it "poverty" that is a matter of indifference, or "wealth" -- we don't know as the word is in
brackets!
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