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Probably if we can find a source that digs into the Greek we can find the source of the
ambiguity, but in either case they are saying that circumstances may allow for marriage, plus
we can easily feel the pleasures of marriage, so I would think the bottom line even for the
Mensch version would be that if you can find a compatible mate and have children, do it --- or
else Epicurus was cursing Metrodorus Daughter and a male member of the school - which he
certainly was not.

My personal conclusion is that this is a great example about how ones attitude toward Epicurus
colors the way one tends to understand his meaning.

If you see Epicurus as a brave liberator who embraces the joys of nature and life then you
interpret him one way, but if you see him as a timid hermit fleeing from all pain, you interpret
him in quite another.
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