Is Death Nothing To Us?

Post by “Michael” of January 25, 2020 at 3:13 AM

I've seen some criticisms of what are taken to be the main Epicurean arguments for the view
that death isn't harmful (though non-Epicureans use them now too). First there is the argument
since that one is gone at death, they can't be harmed. The criticism here is that we can be
harmed by things we're not aware of (an example is malicious things said behind your back
which you don't learn about). Second is the view that, just as we did not exist prior to our birth,
the state past death will be the same. Pre-existence held no harm, so this should be the same.
However, it is objected that the anticipation death holds, with the concurrent loss of pleasure
from life, is indeed harmful. The first criticism to me seems weak, but the second less so.
Anyway, what do you think? Obviously, you may think neither are authentic Epicurean
statements too-I know how there's contention about that.
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