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Quote from Hiram

Philologists were one of the categories of members of the Epicurean community
mentioned in Philodemus’ scroll on frank criticism, as attested by DeWitt in
“Organization and procedures in Epicurean communities”.

Just like my reply to Godfrey, I acknowledge that Philology is important not only in the study of
Epicueanism but also in the study of everything. But my question is "Did Epicurus think of
Philology whenever he mentioned philosophy? We know how Epicurus reiterates the importance
of philosophy.

The reason why I asked is because of my comment in the other thread that categorization,
logic, and abstraction are indispensable especially when communicating with others our
subjective experience and the knowledge we get out of it. Besides, Epicurean philosophy is also
a knowledge that must be understood by us with similar precision. Therefore, the element of
similitude and categorization can not be eliminated for the sake of relativism and
indeterminacy which are the by-product of the atomic swerve.

For instance, you perceive a "horse" or "horses" to be different from what I sense, but we
understand each other when we communicate and talk that a "horse" is there at the ranch. For
sure you wouldn't think of a dragon-like creature, and I wouldn't surely think of a cat. We
abstract, categorize, and generalize it so we can convey to others our similar sense experience.
And we can not deny the importance of communication since it is useful not only in friendship
but also in being part of a larger society. This abstraction is impossible without philosophy.

My point is that despite the precedence of sensation over rationality, reason and philosophy are
still important for the purpose of grasping what is generally true., and I'd like to understand that
abstraction is still necessary since Epicurus expressed that philosophy is also important.

Therefore, my question is "Did Epicurus think of logic whenever he mentioned 'philosophy'?" I
am curious, but I doubt he was thinking of Philology to mean philosophy.
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