"Dualism" and "Philology"

Post by “Cassius” of January 23, 2020 at 6:17 AM

| don't have an elaborate comment on Mike's suggestions at this moment but i suspect that a
large part of the answer relates to DeWitt's discussion of "anticipations" in Chapter 13 of his
book, along with the opening of the letter to Herodotus:

For those who are unable, Herodotus, to work in detail through all that | have written about
nature, or to peruse the larger books which | have composed, | have already prepared at
sufficient length an epitome of the whole system, that they may keep adequately in mind at
least the most general principles in each department, in order that as occasion arises they may
be able to assist themselves on the most important points, in so far as they undertake the
study of nature.

But those also who have made considerable progress in the survey of the main principles ought
to bear in mind the scheme of the whole system set forth in its essentials.

For we have frequent need of the general view, but not so often of the detailed exposition.
Indeed it is necessary to go back on the main principles, and constantly to fix in one’s memory
enough to give one the most essential comprehension of the truth.

And in fact the accurate knowledge of details will be fully discovered, if the general principles in
the various departments are thoroughly grasped and borne in mind; for even in the case of one
fully initiated the most essential feature in all accurate knowledge is the capacity to make a
rapid use of observation and mental apprehension, and this can be done if everything is
summed up in elementary principles and formulae.

For it is not possible for anyone to abbreviate the complete course through the whole system, if
he cannot embrace in his own mind by means of short formulae all that might be set out with
accuracy in detail.

Wherefore since the method | have described is valuable to all those who are accustomed to
the investigation of nature, | who urge upon others the constant occupation in the investigation
of nature, and find my own peace chiefly in a life so occupied, have composed for you another
epitome on these lines, summing up the first principles of the whole doctrine.

First of all, Herodotus, we must grasp the ideas attached to words, in order that we
may be able to refer to them and so to judge the inferences of opinion or problems
of investigation or reflection, so that we may not either leave everything uncertain
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and go on explaining to infinity or use words devoid of meaning.

For this purpose it is essential that the first mental image associated with each word
should be regarded, and that there should be no need of explanation, if we are really
to have a standard to which to refer a problem of investigation or reflection or a
mental inference.

And besides we must keep all our investigations in accord with our sensations, and
in particular with the immediate apprehensions whether of the mind or of any one of
the instruments of judgment, and likewise in accord with the feelings existing in us,
in order that we may have indications whereby we may judge both the problem of
sense perception and the unseen.
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