Feedback From A User

Post by “Cassius” of January 22, 2020 at 6:15 PM

Quote from Lee

True, said I. But do you, then, deny that pain is evil, and pleasure is good, in an
abstracted sense?

Further, | would probably agree with Barwis that the answer to this question is "No" if we are
talking "pain = evil" and "pleasure = good." Just as Barwis said, "that must depend upon the
signification we give to the word good" and issues of terminology are important to honor, just
as we have to deal with terminology issues in "absence of pain" not being equal to "pleasure" in
every respect.

If Barwis were wanting to replace John Locke's blank slate by a strong call to return to "religion"
or to "virtue in the Platonic/Stoic sense" in a way that Epicurus would have strongly objected to,
this passage, here at the end of the book, is where Barwis would have hammered home the
point.

And ONE MORE THING! You did not quote the FINAL WORDS OF THE DIALOGUE! ---->

Here we were interrupted by the presence of the ladies who came out to meet us;
when our conversation turning upon more agreeable things, our discourses on these
subjects ended, and were not renewed during my stay in the country.

FINIS

No hammering home of the virtues of religion and devotion to god and religion - instead they
turn to the ladies, and to more agreeable (pleasing!) discussions, and the conversations "were
not renewed during my stay in the country."

| do think that ending speaks legions as to what Barwis really thought! =

Boy that reminds me of how much I like that Dialogue, and consider it almost to be a work of
art in itself!
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