
Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"
Post by “Mike Anyayahan” of January 14, 2020 at 9:05 PM

Quote from Cassius

Mike I can see why you would say "no pain" because of the point that the two feelings
are separate and distinct. But in terms of 'demanding no pain at all' you would also
keep in mind that we sometimes choose pain in order to produce pleasure, so while
they are not the same feeling, a pleasure that is purchased at the cost of a particular
pain might be a pleasure that we would choose, despite the cost in pain, would it not?

Yes. We choose pain (and skip some immediate pleasures) to achieve greater pleasure. I am
referring to static pleasure that is produced by the absence of pain. If the absence of pain is the
only definition of pleasure, then the stoic ataraxia must be pleasure, too. And I don't think they
will agree in that case. Just like my example before, my stomach pain will not be painless at the
same time, yet, when it is no longer painful, it does not mean pleasure because that state of
painlessness must be different from pleasure as well. If my stomach is not any more painful,
the pleasure there is when I enjoy walking which I couldn't do when I was in pain.
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