Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"”

Post by “Mike Anyayahan” of January 14, 2020 at 8:53 PM

Quote from Charles

Why is it that we often cite Cicero? He was a Stoic and he absolutely loathed the
Epicureans to no end. Is it because he wrote against them so prolifically? Or is it
instead that in his refutations he presented the original ideas and opinions of the
Epicureans that have otherwise been lost to history?

Cicero is a Skeptic (skeptic). | don't know how others view him, but | used to be a skeptic, and |
modeled my skepticism partly from him and partly from Socrates. When | was a skeptic, | was
honest to myself when presenting an opposing view. | presented it as correctly as possible so |
could find the most appropriate rebuttal. | wouldn't fake myself with untrue negation of an
untrue position since my aim was also tranquility by suspending my judgment. When | would
present an opposing position, | would make sure | understood it correctly so that my criticism
would be valid.

I am sure Cicero had the same attitude. | am confident that he presented Epicurean philosophy
correctly in the character of Torquatus. | can't find any reason for Cicero to fake the Roman
public since he is not a Sophist. Therefore, the Book 1 in which Torquatus presents Epicurean
philosophy on behalf of Epicureans can be considered authoritative.
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