Glossary - What is the Epicurean Definition of
"Pleasure?"”

Post by “Cassius” of January 14, 2020 at 7:27 PM

Quote from Charles

Or is it instead that in his refutations he presented the original ideas and opinions of
the Epicureans that have otherwise been lost to history?

| think the answer is almost exclusively this aspect - he is the best source for otherwise
unpreserved material. We know also that Cicero was very good friends with Atticus, who was a
very strong Epicurean, so | think it is fair to say that Cicero had some degree of restraint on him
that he could not misrepresent Epicurus too strongly lest he lose credibility with Atticus and
others of his friends, as Epicurus was very popular then.

Also Charles | highly recommend reading the full book of "On Ends." | think it is pretty well
documented and accepted by the experts that Cicero was not himself a Stoic, but in fact a neo-
Platonist, and he disliked Stoicism almost as much as Epicurus. And as much or more of "On
Ends" is devoted to refuting the Stoics than to the Epicureans. In fact | think you will find that
Cicero's anti-Stoic argument is probably at least as intense, and perhaps even more vicious
(and effective), than his anti-Epicurean argument.

Cicero was a smart guy and probably quoting directly from Epicurean texts in order to make is
compilation work manageable. But you are correct he was very antiEpicurean so that slant has
to be kept in mind.

And yes other than Lucretius, the Torquatus narrative in On Ends, and the Velleius narrative in
"On the Nature of the Gods, are the most extensive surviving texts on Epicurean positions other
than the letters of Epicurus in Diogenes Laertius, and the wall of Diogenes of Oinoanda, which
has not been as accessible over the centuries as has been the work of Cicero, which has
possibly been more accessible even than Diogenes Laertius.

Which to some extent explains how this part of On Ends is now preserved as the Lorem Ipsum
filler text.
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