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Interesting comment from Wikipedia that Socrates was himself not impressed with
"essentialism." My understanding of Aristotle echo's Dawkins comments - that Aristotle merely
transferred the location of the ideal "essence" from the Plato's otherworldly realm of ideas into
*this* world - postulating, for example, that there is an "essence" of yellow in all yellow things.
And that this view is a major target of the portions of the Epicurean texts which attack the idea
that qualities of objects arise from anything permanent within them. (This is also mentioned in
Frances Wright's "A Few Days In Athens" as to color, if I recall.)
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