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Quote from Hiram

Sam Harris has ALWAYS ignored or been ignorant about Epicurus and is 100 % sold on
secular Buddhism.

WHY? Sam Harris is obviously a very smart guy, and he has no doubt been exposed to a
reasonable degree of fundamental material on Epicurus.

I would put Ayn Rand in the same category. Smart person, no doubt exposed to core Epicurean
ideas (at the very least through Nietzsche and no doubt much further, and superficially in tune
with "happiness" being the goal of life.

And yet SILENCE where there should be ringing endorsement. WHY? I cannot but tend to put
people like this into the category of those who are not "mistaken" but fully and consciously help
obscure the history because they disagree with Epicurus on a fundamental level.

This plays into several threads we are talking about -- we are not going to convert people like
Sam Harris, or Ayn Rand (even if she were alive) but especially those who embrace some form
of nihilism / nothingness like runs rampart through the "eastern" viewpoints. So I don't see the
need or desirability of "engaging" them other than publishing our own analysis and trying to get
it into the hands of people who need it. But I don't expect those affiliated with the Sam Harris
type of establishment to help me do it, nor would I devote any more attention to their opposing
views than what is necessary to dissect, lay out the error, and point out the correct to anyone
who might have gone their way but still be open to reflection.
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