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Post by “Cassius” of December 31, 2019 at 11:30 AM

We may not be too far apart here, but the word "law" is something that in the minds of most
people in my experience means that there must also be a "lawgiver." Which can also be ok so
long as we are clear that we are not talking about an intelligent actor giving those laws.

We are definitely talking finer points of strategy and terminology here. I am not comfortable
that I have enough knowledge to say whether Epicurus spoke in terms of "laws" of nature, and
if he did not employ that easy analogy then there might have been a good reason for him not
to.

Did Lucretius employ words that we would clearly translate as "laws of nature?" Again I am not
sure - it seems that I have read that maybe he did, but this would be something to explore. I
don't gather that he or Epicurus included a word meaning "law" in the title of works (?) Not sure
either whether "De Rerum Natura" is a true title for the poem or something added by others,
but it would have been easy to write "On the Laws of Nature" if "law" were an easy analogy.

My main concern at this point is to advise caution in using a word that has strong connotations
of there being an intelligent purposeful lawgiver.
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