
SOE20 - On mutual advantage
Post by “Hiram” of December 30, 2019 at 5:50 PM

Quote from Cassius

But Hiram you take from that starting point that you should endorse particular policy
prescriptions that apply to everyone as something that would be endorsed in the name
of Epicurus???

I do not follow that analysis at all!

no but I think I addressed this elsewhere minutes ago, this is at the heart of your confusion with
what I’ve been saying.

Pd 38-39 make this clear. Policies can be just, for a time and under certain conditions. These
conditions involve mutual advantage for concrete people involved. Their ”justness” should be
articulated in those terms.

The immediate example that comes to mind is when Hermachus, who was a Scholarch, said
that people should consume certain animals if they were too numerous in order to control the
population. Here, policy is being called for based on advantage. Less competition for food
between our species and theirs if the animals eat what we do, plus more food sources for those
who consume those animals.

And so an Epicurean should feel free to call for policy based on advantage, and this has nothing
to do with applying always and in every circumstance and for everyone; only for those involved,
in the case of Hermarchus, whoever inhabits a land overrun by too many rabbits eating their
carrots, for instance.

Of course once the population is under control then this may no longer be just because of the
disadvantage of letting them be extinct and never being able to enjoy rabbit again, and the
disadvantages of their large numbers not existing anymore..
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