Dead Reddit / The "Isms" Thread

Post by “Eikadistes” of December 8, 2019 at 9:10 PM

I'm looking for clarification on the following quotation by De Witt:

"...Epicureanism was primarily a cult of the founder..."

It goes without esying that any member of an Epleurean group
who possessed the requisite self-confidence was ot liberty Lo migrie
elspwhere and undertake to organize n group of his own. In so doing,
however, hils relatbonship to prospective followers was predefined in a
peeuliar wuy, beesuse Epicureanism was primarily s cult of the
founder and his way of life and only seeondarily o system of thought.
Even more important than the so-salled Principle Doctrines was this
voluntary pledge (45, 8-11), “We will be sbedient to Episarus, accord-
ing to whom we have made it our choiee to live.”! Underlying this is
the facit assumption that Epicurus had discovered the one and anly
trise way of life, and that ihere could be lel]:f ane discoverer; siabes-
guent keaders could only guide and direct their followers along that
rowid, T other words, the keaders were themselves followers, and thele
adhierents were followers of followers. They differed from one another
anly in the degree of their adveneement toward wisdom.

In discussions with Hiram and Charles about Reddit, | was re-reading a familiar passage which
contradicts my assertion that Epicurus needs not to have existed for the canon of Epicurean
philosophy to have been understood. Is De Witt saying this with regards to the specific
behavioral norms that were set within the Gardens? [http://societyofepicurus.com/wp-
content/upl...XR -7-gLNK9bA9C]
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