Dead Reddit / The "Isms" Thread

Post by “Eikadistes” of November 24, 2019 at 2:12 PM

(cont.)

December 25, 2018, Elli Pensa: "...IMO it's not right to use for Epicurean Philosophy the
term 'Epicurean-ism'. If we use this term that means also that we realize the Epicurean

Philosophy as a closed system of an ideology that has a leader and followers. Since Epicurean
Philosophy has for its first principles the uniqueness of the person, and not the masses...thus,
there is the conclusion that there is no any need to proselytize the masses. Here Epicurus is
clear: He says that he does not compromise with the common opinions, for reaping the
frequent praise of the many."

Hiram elaborates upon the question posed to Elli: "...you should remember that ego-ism
is, after all, an ISM and like all idealisms it's ineffective to understand Epicurean philosophy.
'Ethical Egoism' also implies that to be ethical must exclude all altruism, and vice versa. These '
isms' are not good at explaining the nature of things because my advantage may not be
mutually exclusive from the advantage of others, and my faculties are very good at discerning
this. Pleasure, you have to understand, is a FACULTY, not an abstraction, or an ism. If | have
one beer | may experience it as pleasant, but if | have another one and a third one my FACULTY
of pleasure may inform me that it's no longer pleasant. It's the same object of sensation: a
beer. But it's experienced differently. And so you must train yourself to philosophize with your
feet on the ground and using your faculties."

May 16, 2019, Cassius Amicus: "Epicurean philosophy is not just another 'ism' to read some
ice-cold commentary and then put back on the shelf."

May 29, 2019, Elli Pensa: "...Democracy that is a constitution which declares: 'all we have
one unique life and the right to live in happiness and pleasure in this world and not in
somewhere else'. | Democracy can’'t be blossomed in tyranny and oligarchy by the few that
press the many. But the many i.e. the mob are responsible for being pressed by the few,
because due to their spiritual and bodily lethargy, and anesthesia, and due to cowardice, and
due to suspicion, and due to fears, and due to misery, and due to all these that provoke great
pain in the ass they go behind as blind followers, and as a donkey for a carrot, for finding
saviors or spiritual food of movements/ideologies like 'Global-ism','"Human-ism', 'Existensia-lism
', 'Capital-ism', 'Newliberal-ism', 'Commun-ism', 'Social-ism', 'Christian-ism", 'Islam-ism"', 'Juda-
ism', 'Buddh-ism’', 'Stoic-ism' etc etc. And all of them what they need ? MONEY, FOLLOWERS,
and POWER. ldeologies, false philosophies, and religions all have one common thing for being
recognizable in a minute: the suffix -ism, and are eggs of the same snake. Beware of the snake
that born its eggs all over the world, without end."
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June 2, 2019, Alex Rios offers a counter-point: "The intolerance of 'Epicureanism' by
Epicureans. | Some folks here insist that other folks say 'Epicurean Philosophy' instead of saying
'‘Epicureanism'. They say that '-isms' are closed systems, that '-isms' are ideologies. The
dictionary does not seem to agree with them about the meaning of '-ism'. So why the
intolerance? The whole world says Epicureanism, but the folks here should not? Meanwhile the
dictionary has as a synonym for 'philosophy' the word ‘ideology', so a philosophy is an
ideology."

In response, Domagoj Vaci replies: "An -ism (ideology) implies something 'problematic’,
pernicious like a virus, a social disease, propaganda and so on, while not labeling something an
ideology implies something benign, obviously beneficial and thus nothing to be concerned
about. However the French structuralist Louis Althusser argued in 'ldeology and ldeological
State Apparatuses' that captives of ideology are never able to recognize their own ideological
convictions as ideological. The dominant ideology is as invisible to believers as the air they
breathe: 'what thus seems to take place outside ideology (to be precise, in the street), in reality
takes place in ideology. What really takes place in ideology seems therefore to take place
outside it. That is why those who are in ideology believe themselves by definition outside
ideology ... ideology never says, 'l am ideological'.

END
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