Dead Reddit / The "Isms" Thread

Post by “Eikadistes” of November 24, 2019 at 2:11 PM

(cont.)

October 11, 2016, Cassius Amicus: "...it is much less likely that we will fall prey to skeptic
ism, stoicism, religion, and the other 'isms' which call us away from reality and how to live in it."

March 6, 2017, Elli Pensa: "But from what does the ideology qualifies? According to
Theodosis Pelegrini's dictionary of the philosophy in the corresponding entry with the word
'ideology' generally meant a set of ideas, concepts and positions, operating as a single system,
which is displayed as the true picture of the reality. Those who adopt it are required to think
and regulate their lives in accordance with it. All 'ISMS' are basically ideologies and are

inherently dogmatic and metaphysical i.e, they are based on unproven mental schemata
(patterns of thought) which perceive as a reality relegating the material reality at the level of a
caricature of these mental schemata. | The ideologies are necessarily causal and teleological.
This means that they admit a purpose which necessarily tends the universe, and by extension
the society and the human . The purpose has been placed by a Creator or a dire necessity in
the sequence of events. As owners of the absolute truth the ideologues do not tolerate and do
not discuss the opinion of the others in the sense that if someone is not with us is against us .
This is the logic of the black and white of good and evil that flows from the principle of the
excluded third of Aristotle. So it is common that the ideologues are using in their confrontations
the 'wooden' and negative language to sloganeering and give at their opponents
characterizations and 'signs' that have nothing to do with reality, leading of the demonization of
them. | So the frequent outcome of the ideologies and the religions which are also ideologies, is
the obsession and the fanaticism, leading to the blind passion and hatred against any claims
and opinions different from their own beliefs. | The ideologue simply believes in his chimeras
without seeking evidence and documentation for the object of his faith. The result of this
attitude of ideologues and their inability to submit events to the suffering of sober calculation
and judgment, based on the reality data that are available. They are the same people who
become easy victims of propaganda or interests that the ideologies exploit to gain social and
political power promoting their selfish purposes. | At the level of politics, the ideologues
discounted each real problem of society as an ideological resulting sterile and endless debates
with their opponents, so eventually the real problem to drag on, to be forgotten and remain
unresolved. (Eg the immigration issue) | Another principle by Aristotle which is also in the
background of Modern politics and not just a perception, is the Golden mean or the middle way
that someone should choose to resolve issues and avoid extreme judgments. This translated
into politics issues, as the tendency to round the things and issues in order to gain common
acceptance. Or taking vague positions on the key issues, and requiring groundbreaking
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solutions. The proposed solutions, usually foggy and long fruitless, to leave ostensibly at least,
just to be all the people satisfied. Always follow the consensus and not to go into ruptures.
Always take into account in decision making so-called political cost. Ultimately they're doing
nothing! Other expressions deriving from the Golden Rule is the non-existent average person,
the apolitical middle ground and so on. The decision by that politician Metaxas to dismiss the
Italian ultimatum and put Greece in the throes of war was an extreme decision. But how many
Greeks would argue that it was a correct decision? But it is true that it would be grossly unjust if
Aristotle ascribed to him the apotheosis of mediocrity that characterizes Modern society! | And
the Epicurean philosophy? This is not an ideology. There is not Epicurean-ISM. Because this
philosophy is neither inspired the Modern politics but often defamed when was not ignored by
the spiritual leadership. Never in the Constitution of Greece has provided as the purpose the
Well-Being citizens, as it has provided in the US Constitution. It is true that the Epicurean
philosophy has been characterized dogmatic because it rejects a priori divine intervention in
Nature, divine providence and the immortality of the soul. But this conclusion leads after
thorough research and observation of Nature. Certainly the Epicurean position is less dogmatic
than the position of Plato and the idealists through the centuries of the purely mental
constructs and have supported their whole philosophical edifice on unsubstantiated beliefs."

January 18, 2018, Elli Pensa: "...Firstly | would like to start from the usage of the words and
their concepts. It is right to be called as 'Epicurean Philosophy', and not as 'Epicureanism".
Since, it is a philosophy that examines all the issues that have to do with the reality of our life
in the basis of the Study of Nature, and not an ideological system with the suffix -ism that
examines abstract things with abstract goals. As for the word 'meditation' the first word that
comes to my mind is the epilogue in the Epicurus' letter to Menoeceus that says: 'Meditate
therefore on these things and things akin to them night and day by yourself;, and with a
companion like to yourself, and never shall you be disturbed waking or asleep, but you shall live
like a god among men. For a man who lives among immortal blessings is not like unto a mortal
being'. So, you have to start your reading from the letter to Menoeceus, that is his Ethics, as in
the same time you connect the Ethics, with his Physics and his Canon. Thanks :)"

Elli later elaborates, when challenged by a newer group member: "Epicurean-ISM ??
What is this ?? In my Greek language, | do not use this term for Epicurean Philosophy. Please,
do not grasp this genuine Philosophy and making it as a closed system of an ideology.
Epicurean philosophy is a cosmotheasis and a way of life in accordance to the whole Nature. It
does not deserve to call as Epicurean-ism. Thanks."

October 14, 2018, Elli Pensa: "l warned you, with my epicurean honesty: Run fast away and
keep out from any word that has the suffix -ism. Since, it's a system, it's an obsession, and it's a
dark jaill"

November 2018, Elli Pensa: "Well, as we both use the same methodology of thinking and
acting, i.e. the Canon, for examining any issue like the 'commercialism or consumerism' we do
not condemn it or approving by saying that is good or not good, bad or not bad, right or not
right. We examine the phenomena and the causes that caused them, in accordance with our
experiences and their consequences. As we start our thoughts from the same beginning we say
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that the '‘commercialism or consumerism' is a system that is already based on ideologies of -
isms i.e. ideologies ready made for the MASSES. And any -ism, for us the epicureans, constrains
our thoughts for making right conclusions in accordance with the reality. | So, if we want to
examine the issues in accordance with Nature and our philosophy, we will realize that the
consequences and the results of the commercialism/consumerism, as a choice in life, it
becomes from such kind of persons that their thoughts and actions are already based on false
philosophies and false religions that condemn the pleasure as the real goal, as they condemn
the feelings / emotions of human beings. Since they want obedient and blind persons living in
apathy, doing their duty, for buying any illusion without any second thought. And they buy any
illusion preferring the fantastic, because they can't bear the reality, as it is."
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