Dead Reddit / The "Isms" Thread

Post by “Eikadistes” of November 24, 2019 at 2:08 PM

Regarding "-isms", we're produced great dialogue through the Facebook forum about the
preference for "Epicurean Philosophy" to "Epicureanism"; and while it's a smaller, linguistic
note, | think the points that have been brought up serve as a useful teaching tool to highlight
the importance of understanding Greek etymology. | went through the last five years of posts
by searching our Facebook page, and picked out the most relevant observations (I'm also
putting this here as a placeholder, because | just organized it, and would like to return to this at
a later time):

July 20, 2014, Harris Demitiadis: "On the issue at hand | would prefer the term 'epicurean
philosophy' to 'epicureanism' for the following reasons: The suffix -ism is of English origin and -
touoc' is its translation into contemporary Greek. The suffix - toudé¢ - had no similar uses in
ancient Greece, so when it is used today our mind - of the Greek speaking people - goes
straight to a contemporary international idea translated into Greek. But here our purpose is to
denote the opposite. Similarly, while the contemporary word, e.g. 'commun - ism', «KOULOLY -
toudc», sounds familiar for both English and Greek speaking people, the word 'epicureanism',
which refers to the ancient past, sounds meaningful to the English speaking people, but
misleading and awkward to the Greek speaking ones. So, my opinion and my wish is to stay

with the two word term 'epicurean philosophy'.

Elli Pensa replies to this post that "'The big difference at the spiritual attitude of the Greeks
and the Romans'. This difference is indicating at the type of the linguistic fossils of the two
cultures that survived in the modern world. The Global Greek words like music, philosophy,
theater, geometry, mathematics, physics, astronomy, political, architecture, demos-democracy,
words that they declare a youth's shininess and a weight of quality towards to the conditions
that the Latin language has saved. Under the conventional shape of : “ismus” the rescue to the
terms of the Latin language expresses: the team, the indiscriminate, the unexceptional. But the
enviable uniqueness is missing. Eg rationalism (ratio), potentialism (potentia), Imperialism
(imperium), socialism (socius), Pacifism (pax), militarism (miles), Realism (res), pessimism
(malus), optimism (bonus) etc [...] According to the above excerpt of Dimitris Liantinis, when we
say epicurean-ism we are missing this 'enviable uniqueness of the person'. And the epicurean
philosophy, first of all, is referring to that uniqueness of the PERSON and not to the impersonal
of the MASSES. Thus, for our proper thinking if we use epicureanism and not epicurean
philosophy in our terminology and in our reference... our view for the Epicurean Philosophy
collapses...and collapses (to use one of his own Liantini's words) ovykopuobevtpdpiln
“syngormodentrorizi”(=tree trunk with its roots). ~ % Thank you "

April 2, 2015, Elli Pensa: "Epicureanism or Epicurean Philosophy? | The Epicurean philosophy
does not deal with political ideas or religions. First principle for the epicurean philosophy is the
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uniqueness of the person and not the masses. Because ALL these theories, as it has been
proved for a million of times, are consisting of deterministic ideologies which are ending with
the suffix '-ISM', are all addressed to the mob, and are in accordance to a dire necessity of a
final purpose, which is opposite of the Nature of all things. | Thus, the Epicurean philosophy and
an epicurean person - that studies the Nature of all things - does not deal with failed ideas of
fake solutions to the problems of his life. | HIS ONE AND UNIQUE LIFE. | However, the Epicurean
philosophy and an epicurean person has the ability to examine all the phenomena in Nature, in
accordance with his philosophical background, whatever has to do with human’s life and his
nature. As well as he has the power to do it through the CANON, just to separate and clarify the
myth from reality. The Canon is his huge tool and his method to understand who is lying and
who is saying the truth. The Epicurean philosophy provides solutions in human life, when
trusted friends will be next to each another just to give help and solutions to any difficult
situation in their life. | BECAUSE: | <<The wise man holds that friendship is first brought about
due to practical need, just as we sow the earth for crops, but it is formed and maintained by
means of a community of life among those who find mutual pleasure in it.>> | So simple, so
human and so clear is this practical and wise solution of epicurean philosophy and it is not only
a political abstract idea of a solution, BUT A REVOLUTION! | Unfortunately, an ideologically
confused and non wise person cannot stand and accept this solution. Because an ideologically
confused person cannot trust anyone, he cannot stand to take the responsibility of himself; he
cannot stand the reality, because he lives a life full of fears. | And due to the fact of these fears,
he is closed in his jail, like a corral of sheep. The ideologies are his grass to rehashing as a
ruminant. In this way he acts, and he is a follower to any political ideological party to recognize
a savior leader who this leader wants all the pleasure for himself. This leader, as it has been
proved for a million of times, he would speak to him about a 'necessity', about a 'duty', about a
'virtue' and about a 'foggy dream' opposed of the reality. And finally, the end of the story would
be that he’ll led him to a war to kill himself and the opposite enemies. | But...the wise man
gather together a school, but never so as to become a leader of crowds (or to be led by other
leaders). | Thus, and in conclusion, the epicurean person would never be a follower to any
ideological political party because HE DOES NOT ACCEPT that the things and the matters in our
life are DETERMINED or EXPLAINED from any absolute truth of a leader or a god. Since the
epicurean person CAN examine, check and explain all the matters for himself and by himself.
So, he would never be a follower to any political ideology or theories in general, because he
doesn’t want to be closed in a jail and injure himself. | Because: <<injuries are done among
men either because of hatred, envy, or contempt, all which the wise man overcomes by reason
>>. | So simple are the things, | suppose."
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