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Quote from Hiram

So it's useful, but it's best used as a source of traffic into our other content.

That's the way I see it too.

But I'll add something that continues to be a topic of my own debates with myself. "Source of
traffic" is not always a good thing, when the traffic consists mostly of people who are so
committed to other approaches that it becomes a waste of time to engage them.

At the moment in my own mind the calculation comes down to "engagement is good, but at the
same time up-front clarity is essential" so that we should engage where it makes sense, but as
soon as possible, weed out the people who unlikely in the long term to become allies.

For the foreseeable future, depending on the venue, we can count on - what - maybe 75% of
the people who we come across - are primarily committed to religion or some other
incompatible view of life. I think we should be nice and cordial but also firm in weeding them
out so we can focus on people who "get" the message at a pretty deep level.

And one of the more interesting things to me is that it appears there are pretty good
"associative indicators" of where someone is going to end up. For example, someone's general
disposition toward Nietzsche seems pretty indicative. He is very difficult to interpret or agree
with all the time, but I attribute the association to a certain "intensity" that people see in him,
regardless of whether they always agree. For example, writing a book with a title and theme
like "Antichrist"!! That took a lot of courage and intensity for his time and place -- not to
mention his deep understanding and distaste for Stoicism. So deep I would almost call it
"instinctive."

We may disagree with particular people in their application of "feeling," but I think that it's one
of the fundamentals that we deal with is that we have an affinity for people of strong emotion
more so than the aloof cerebral types. And is that not a good description of the ("British") stiff-
upper-lip approach?
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