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Probably good for us to reread Torquatus too:

XVI. It remains to speak of Justice, to complete the list of the virtues; but this admits of
practically the same treatment as the others. Wisdom, Temperance, and Courage I have shown
to be so closely linked with Pleasure that they cannot possibly be severed or sundered from it.
The same must be deemed to be the case with Justice. Not only does Justice never cause
anyone harm, but on the contrary it always adds some benefit, partly owing to its essentially
tranquilizing influence upon the mind, partly because of the hope that it warrants of a never-
failing supply of the things that uncorrupted nature really needs. And just as Rashness, License,
and Cowardice ever torment the mind, ever awakening trouble and discord, so
Unrighteousness, when firmly rooted in the heart, causes restlessness by the mere fact of its
presence; and if once it has found expression in some deed of wickedness, however secret the
act, yet it can never feel assured that it will always remain undetected.

The usual consequences of crime are, first suspicion, next gossip and rumor, then comes the
accuser, then the judge; many wrongdoers have even turned evidence against themselves, as
happened in your consulship. And even if any think themselves well fenced and fortified against
detection by their fellow men, they still dread the eye of heaven, and fancy that the pangs of
anxiety night and day gnawing at their hearts are sent by Providence to punish them. But what
can wickedness contribute towards lessening the annoyances of life, commensurate with its
effect in increasing them, owing to the burden of a guilty conscience, the penalties of the law
and the hatred of one's fellows?

Yet nevertheless some men indulge without limit their avarice, ambition and love of power, lust,
gluttony and those other desires, which ill-gotten gains can never diminish but rather must
inflame the more; inasmuch that they appear proper subjects for restraint rather than for
reformation. Men of sound natures, therefore, are summoned by the voice of true reason to
justice, equity, and honesty. For one without eloquence or resources dishonesty is not good
policy, since it is difficult for such a man to succeed in his designs, or to make good his success
when once achieved.

On the other hand, for the rich and clever generous conduct seems more in keeping, and
liberality wins them affection and good will, the surest means to a life of peace; especially as
there really is no motive for transgressing since the desires that spring from nature are easily
gratified without doing any man wrong, while those that are imaginary ought to be resisted, for
they set their affections upon nothing that is really wanted; while there is more loss inherent in
Injustice itself than there is profit in the gains it brings.
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Hence Justice also cannot correctly be said to be desirable in and for itself; it is so because it is
so highly productive of gratification. For esteem and affection are gratifying, because they
render life safer and fuller of pleasure. Hence we hold that Unrighteousness is to be avoided not
simply on account of the disadvantages that result from being unrighteous, but even far more
because when it dwells in a man's heart it never suffers him to breathe freely or know a
moment's rest.

If then even the glory of the Virtues, on which all the other philosophers love to expatiate so
eloquently, has in the last resort no meaning unless it be based on pleasure, whereas pleasure
is the only thing that is intrinsically attractive and alluring, it cannot be doubted that pleasure is
the one supreme and final Good and that a life of happiness is nothing else than a life of
pleasure.
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