| Am Firmly Convinced That The Future of Epicurean
Philosophy Won't Be Found In The Ivory Tower

Post by “Elayne” of October 18, 2019 at 6:26 PM

Lol, this continues to be hard for me, although | now fully understand the absolute
ridiculousness of the current academic position on Epicurus and that your criticism is applying
to philosophy departments.

It pushes a button with me because the same words "ivory tower academics" have been used
at me by physicians who commit malpractice by ordering useless tests and prescribing
harmfully (eg, antibiotics for viral colds). Although | have a PhD as well as an MD, and |
practiced on a med school faculty for many years, | also used the same science based medicine
approach in private practice, and it works very well. Satisfied patients. We didn't have special
model ivory tower patients, lol.

And despite having worked in academics, | figured out most of this philosophy on my own [T].

When it comes to living, are any of us truly in an ivory tower?? | think not. We all face similar
human issues.

My inclination is not to blame this turn of perspective on the choice of studying and teaching
philosophy as a career but on specific individuals in the ivory tower who have gained power and
are misleading folks badly. The "expert cascade" is a real thing. Eventually, the towers
themselves need to be taken back from those wrongheaded people, so they can function
effectively. Academic departments in every field can go south that same way, but they can also
do a great job introducing students to thoughts they never learned at home. If it were not for
universities, my parents might have remained Southern Baptists.

TLDR: We need DeWitts in the towers.
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